YOUTH
that he had given to his military apprenticeship. For eight
hours a day he engaged in this exercise which calls for a
well-stocked and swiftly responsive memory, a sustained
effort of intelligence, and an ever-wakeful subtlety of wits.
It was fencing again, no less rigorous and exhausting than
the duelling practised under the direction of Antoine de
PluvineL We see him here as we shall see him all through
his life: never sparing himself, forcing his delicate con-
stitution to efforts which would have overwhelmed the
most vigorous men, ignoring or disdaining his physical
weakness so as to let his spiritual faculties unfold in accord-
ance with his desires and dreams of leadership.
Practical reasons may well have united to inspire him
with this frantic haste to reach the end of his appointed
studies. He regarded them as essential to achieve, but
urgent to conclude. Relations between the Richelieu
family and the canons of Lugon had, in fact, become
definitely hostile. The good Frangois Yver, obviously
obeying the behests of his patrons, opposed all expense for
maintenance; the chapter viewed with dismay the di-
lapidation of the cathedral, even of the episcopal palace;
no claims were listened to: Madame de Richelieu refused
to set aside any of the income. The canons resolved to
take legal action, and by due process were granted a writ
calling upon the bishop, acting for the Richelieu family,
to carry out the essential repairs. That hapless bishop,
constantly harried by his chapter on one side, by his
patrons on the other! His post was a burden. In any case,
his position was irregular, as he had not been consecrated,
and in the end his name had been dropped from the
documents issued in the bishop's name. It was becoming
necessary to cry halt to a potential scandal. Henri iv,
always generous when his purse was empty, appointed the
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